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donumental ‘IOU/USA;’
nstalled near the Fed,

s a timely commentary
»n fiscal policies.

. By ALICE THORSON
- The Kansas City Star

new monument with attitude

awaits visitors to Kansas

City’'s Memorial Park ove
he next four weeks. = ,

Towering over the park’s existin:

rronze memorials is a huge wall com:
iosed of 105 cargo containers. And it
1as a message.
The containers are mostly red,
vhite and blue, and the white ones
\ave been placed to spell out “TOU”
n one side and “USA” on the other.
The occasional green container
srompts thoughts of money, espe-
ally as the 65-foot-tall structure
tands across from the Federal Re-
erve Bank of Kansas City.
Noted sculptor John Salvest created
he temporary installation as a project
or Grand Arts, and considering the
iation’s struggle with debt on all lev-
s — from personal home foreclo-
ures to the recent downgrade of the
iation’s credit rating — the timing is
poton.

So is the location near the bank,
vhich wasn't thrilled with the project
vhen it was informed.about it in
pring of 2010. * = .

“The Fed has no true jurisdiction = e 2 s
swver the park, which is city-owned 2= : : ; 1 fo : :

but it chd what it could todblock

e s R = e E.G. SCHEMPF

mb'cly for the project on Fn'st
Amendm ’grounds the dust set-

th Grand Arts agreemg to allow the g;:;(a‘l::zl::ew

Jed to use its canine explosive detec b e
i Big IOU" continues

Art collector Larry Meeker, a re- t?é%‘j%ggcits‘;en
ired vice president of the Kansas City 24 hours daily at
%d, thinks “TOU/USA” offers “a great . il Parl
>pportunity fo engage people in a
sonversation about what the Fed does .
ind its role in money.”

As Salvest has noted, the Fed is “one
»f the main components of national |
iscal and monetary policy” and his
sroject ‘comes at a time when con-
sern about the United States’ balloon- ! . mformatio cal
ng federal budget and foreign trade g 816-421-688
leficits isa ma)or part of the naimnal
"cn?etsatmn.

Watch a time-lapse
eo of “IOU/USA” being
assembled at
KansasCity.com/
entertainment.

The wall of containers

_ stands across from the
Federal Reserve Bank of
Kansas City in Memonai
Park.

cool to do somethmﬁ withthese” ; 3 : : £6. SCHEMPE



to the ging Wol
we could be moving more ckfy

Salvest spent months doing research for the project,
which is sponsored by Kansas Clty’s Grand Arts con-
‘temporary art space.

 pleased to report that families are us-

ing “IOU/USA” as a picnic destination
and said she hopes the piece will at-
tract pohtlcal gatherings. “We're really

ed ledthe idea that d).ﬁ'eren

FROM THE. ARTIST

noon,” Switzer sald_ ‘Whenwe’ : nct

there, the cops have been doing a

really nice job of explaining what it is
to people.”
In the gallery at Grand Arts, Salvest

~ has installed a single cargo container,
‘which he has ed to bursnng with

to ihe floor. The sides of the con-
tainer are emblazoned with the label

salvest’s “New Cornucopia, a smg!e con!ainer ﬁlIe
on view at. the gallery at Grand Arts

Pills-  cols pencﬂs.

EG SCHEMPr—

th good mported from Chma, xs

Fun Guide and a little greea box of
on one side of'

 the box was Federal Reserve Bank of

Ts titled “New Cornucopia.”

Salvest indulges his flair for ironyin
 this piece, which was triggered in part

by a wsxt to the Money Museum dur-

ing the planning stages for the con-

; Kansas Cxty and on the other Madem




